Fund Name

Overview

Grant
Value

Who can
apply?

For more information
see

National Lottery
Community
Fund

The National Lottery Community Fund will continue to support
communities most adversely impacted by COVID-19, but they
are flexible in how they view this – for example, support to a
village hall which provides a social hub for its communities.

Awards for
All - up to
£10,000

Not for Profit
community
organisations

https://www.tnlcommunityf
und.org.uk/funding/progra
mmes

Project
funding up to
£1.5 million

Community-led
partnerships

https://www.tnlcommunityf
und.org.uk/funding/progra
mmes/climate-actionfund-round-2

Small grants
of £3,000 to
£10,000

Heritage
organisations
and
organisations
undertaking
heritage-based
projects

https://www.heritagefund.
org.uk/funding

Ongoing grants
•
•

They can support projects which:
- continue to deliver activity
- enable organisations to adapt to future challenges

•
•
•

In order to support communities to thrive, they aim to:
- build strong relationships in and across communities
- improve the places and spaces that matter to communities
- help more people to reach their potential.

National Lottery
Community
Fund
Climate Action
Fund

The second round of the Climate Action Fund is now open. It
will focus on supporting medium to large projects addressing
waste and consumption. The focus is on community-led
partnerships that will make the changes in their community
they believe will have the biggest impact on climate change.

Reaching
Communities
- £10,001 +
Partnerships
- £10,001 +

Deadline April 8th.
National Lottery
Heritage Fund

Applications are now open for National Lottery Grants for
Heritage. This marks a return to our core business, but it is not a
return to ‘business as usual’. The impact of the coronavirus
pandemic means we have revised our approach:
• We are prioritising six outcomes for heritage projects:
skills and jobs, inclusion, organisational resilience, better
places, the economy and wellbeing
• We also expect all projects to demonstrate that they are
building long-term environmental sustainability and
inclusion into their plans.
• Projects don't have to meet all priority outcomes.

Large grants
of £10,000 to
£250,000
And from
£250,000 to
£5 million

National Lottery
Arts Fund Arts Council
England

The Arts Council’s National Lottery Project Grants have reopened, with an increased budget of £77.9 million available
until April 2021.

Project Grants

Changes have been made to the eligibility criteria to make the
fund more responsive to the needs of smaller independent
organisations and individual practitioners

National Lottery
Sports Fund Sport England

There are three parts to this new fund:
• Small Grants – to help sport and activity groups, clubs
and organisations respond to the immediate challenges
of returning to play in a coronavirus-safe way.
It also offers up to £3,000 awards towards the running
costs of organisations supporting the most deprived
communities.
• Community Asset Fund (CAF) –to help local sports
clubs and organisations adapt and open important
places and spaces to help their local community return
to play safely.
• Active Together – is a crowdfunding initiative that can
match fund, up to £10,000, successful Crowdfunder
campaigns from a pot of £1.5m. The partnership with
Crowdfunder also includes advice, guidance and
training to help create a successful campaign.

Small grants
between
£300 and
£10,000.

This fund has been created to try and help reduce the negative
impact on activity levels in under-represented groups, with a
specific focus on:
• Lower socio-economic groups
• Black, Asian & Minority Ethnic communities
• People with disabilities
• People with long-term health conditions

Contact
Northampton
shire Sport
for details

Return to Play

National Lottery
Sports Fund Sport England
Tackling
Inequalities
Fund

Access to this fund is available through Northamptonshire
Sport, www.northamptonshiresport.org/.

Small grants
of £15,000 or
under
Large grants
of £15,000 or
over

Arts
organisations,
museums and
libraries and arts
practitioners

https://www.artscouncil.or
g.uk/projectgrants

Not for profit
organisations in
the sport and
physical activity
sector

https://www.sportengland.
org/how-we-can-help/ourfunds

Community
organisations

https://www.sportengland.
org/how-we-can-help/ourfunds/tacklinginequalities-fund

CAF grants
between
£10,001 and
£50,000.
Match
funding up to
£10,000

Active
Partnerships

The Department for Education has announced an investment
of £10.1 million of funding to enable schools to open their
sports facilities outside of school hours, to be distributed
through Active Partnerships working with Sport England.

Schools

https://www.activepartners
hips.org/latest

For more information contact Charlie Crane
ccrane@ActivePartnerships.org
The Alpkit
Foundation

The Foundation makes small awards to people, groups and
schools that work to remove the barriers in getting outdoors
and experience wild places.

Up to £500

Community
organisations

https://alpkit.com/pages/fo
undation#apply

The Art Fund

The Art Fund has a number of different funding programmes.
Some are open now and some will launch soon. They include:
• Professional network grants
• Small project grants
• Acquisition grants .

Grant sizes
vary

Public
museums,
galleries and
cultural
organisations

https://www.artfund.org/su
pportingmuseums/funding-grantsfor-museums

Aviva
Community
Fund

Aviva have teamed up with Crowdfunder to give organisations
the opportunity to build their capabilities. Funding is for:
• Community resilience: tackling inequality and improving
environments to build more resilient communities
• Financial capability and inclusion: giving people the tools to
become more financially independent.

Up to
£50,000

Charities and
CICs with
annual income
below £1 million

https://www.avivacommun
ityfund.co.uk/startcrowdfunding

Barclays

Barclays has opened a COVID-19 Colleague Matched
Donations Programme to match personal donations or active
fundraising efforts by staff to support their chosen charities
who are helping COVID-19 relief efforts in their communities.

Match
funding for
fundraising

Charities

The Big Give
Green Match
Fund

The Green Match Fund is a match funding campaign for
charities which are working on environmental issues as part of
their core mission. All public donations made to participating
charities via theBigGive.org.uk during the week of the
campaign (22-29 April) will be matched up to a specific
amount.

Match
funding for
fundraising
up to
£25,000

Charities

https://home.barclays/soci
ety/investing-in-ourcommunities/barclayscovid-19-community-aidpackage/
https://www.thebiggive.org
.uk/s/green-match-fund

BlueSpark
Foundation

The Foundation value academic, vocational, artistic and
sporting endeavour in equal measure but are particularly keen
to support projects which will help enhance the self-confidence,
team working skills and future employability of children and
young people.

Up to £5,000

Schools,
colleges and
community
groups

http://bluesparkfoundation
.org.uk/

Cash for Clubs

Cash for Clubs is teaming up with Made by Sport to offer
community sports clubs and organisations the chance to
receive £2,021 through the new Clubs in Crisis Fund.

Grants of
£2,021

Grassroots
sports clubs

https://cash-4clubs.com/2021-clubs-incrisis

The Co-op supports for local good causes, community
groups and charities who are responding to impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic. They welcome applications from
organisations providing the basics including food and
addressing mental health and wellbeing issues.

Grants
between
£100 and
£5,000.

Central England
Co-op members

https://www.centralenglan
d.coop/community-covid/

BBC Children in Need gives grants for projects working with
children and young people aged 18 years and under
experiencing disadvantage through:
• Illness, distress, abuse or neglect.
• Any kind of disability.
• Behavioural or psychological difficulties.
• Living in poverty or situations of deprivation.

Small grants
up to
£10,000 pa

Not-for-profit
organisations
who work with
disadvantaged
children and
young people

https://www.bbcchildrenin
need.co.uk/grants/

Comic Relief
Community
Fund

Capacity Building Grants will support small community
organisations to become stronger and more robust and to
improve their ability to deliver, both during and after the
COVID-19 crisis.

Up to £1,000
for capacity
building

https://www.groundwork.o
rg.uk/nationalgrants/comic-reliefcommunity-grants/

Community
Business
Renewal
Initiative

Community Business Crowdmatch is designed to help you
raise funds to cover key costs, help you build your network of
supporters.

Crowdfunder
match
funding up to
£10,000

Grassroots
community
organisations
with an income
of less than
£250,000
Community
businesses

The fund will open towards the end of March.
Central England
Co-op
Community
Dividend Fund
Children in Need

Main grants
over £10,000
pa

https://www.powertochang
e.org.uk/getsupport/communitybusiness-renewalinitiative/

Energy Saving
Trust
Energy Redress
Scheme
The Family Fund

The Energy Saving Trust distributes payments from energy
companies who may have breached rules. The funds can pay
for a range of energy-saving projects, from making a home
more energy efficient, to providing advice that helps
consumers keep on top of their bills.

Grants
between
£20,000 and
£2 million

Charities

https://energyredress.org.
uk/apply-funding

Family Fund Business Services delivers BBC Children in
Need’s Emergency Essentials Programme. This supports
children and young people who are facing exceptionally difficult
circumstances. The programme provides items that meet a
child’s most basic needs such as a bed to sleep in, a cooker to
provide a hot meal and other items or services critical to a
child’s wellbeing.

Essential
items, such
as washing
machines,
cookers and
fridges.

Families,
through a
registered
referrer.

https://www.familyfundser
vices.co.uk/emergencyessentials/

Grants
between
£10,000 and
£500,000

Football clubs

https://footballfoundation.o
rg.uk/looking-for-funding

The Foundation has reopened their grant schemes, except for
applications for major capital projects, with revised criteria for
support.

Small grants
up to
£10,000

http://www.foylefoundation
.org.uk/how-to-apply/

Grants are for one year only. Examples of what they can cover
include: cover core costs, minor works, equipment purchase
and energy efficiency projects.

Main grants
between
£10,000 and
£50,000

Charities with a
core remit of
Arts or Learning,
including
libraries,
museums,
archives and
SEN

Applications are now open for Digital Lifeline funding. This is
an emergency response project to get devices (tablets), data
and digital skills support to people with learning disabilities.

Devices and
data, plus
cash up to
£1,000

Organisations
that support
people with
learning
disabilities

https://www.goodthingsfou
ndation.org/news-andblogs/news/funding-opendevices-and-data-peoplelearning-disabilities

All applications must be made by a registered referrer.
The Football
Foundation

The Foundation supports both small and large projects, from
goalposts and kit purchase to changing rooms and pitch
improvement.
Football clubs who use their facilities to encourage other
sporting activity are particularly encouraged.

The Foyle
Foundation

The Good
Things
Foundation

Deadline March 19th.

Help the
Homeless

Help the Homeless makes grants with the aim of helping
homeless people return to the community and enabling them to
resume a normal life.

Up to £5,000

Charitable
organisations

https://www.help-thehomeless.org.uk/

Landfill
Communities
Fund – SUEZ
Communities
Trust

SUEZ Communities Trust (formerly SITA) provides funding for
capital projects to improve public amenities, including parks,
play areas, nature reserves and village halls.

Up to
£50,000

Not-for-profit
organisations

https://www.suezcommuni
tiestrust.org.uk/

Landfill
Communities
Fund – Biffa

Biffa operates in the same way as SUEZ (above), for projects
near Biffa landfill sites.

Up to
£75,000

Not-for-profit
organisations

http://www.biffaaward.org/

Landfill
Communities
Fund – FCC

FCC operates in the same way as SUEZ (above), for projects
near FCC landfill sites.

Up to
£100,000

Not-for-profit
organisations

https://fcccommunitiesfou
ndation.org.uk/

Landfill
Communities
Fund –Augean

Augean operates in the same way as SUEZ (above), for
projects near Augean landfill sites.

Up to
£50,000

Not-for-profit
organisations

www.grantscape.org.uk/fu
nd/augean-communityfund/

Landfill
Communities
Fund – Viridor

Viridor operates in the same way as SUEZ (above), for projects Up to
near Viridor landfill sites.
£50,000

Not-for-profit
organisations

https://www.viridorcredits.co.uk/applyfunding

Low Carbon
Workspaces

Low Carbon Workspaces provides grants to help pay for the
installation of energy efficiency upgrades.

Charities and
community
organisations,
SMEs

https://www.lowcarbonwor
kspaces.co.uk/eligibleprojects/

Projects need to be located near a SUEZ landfill site. See
postcode checker on the website for eligibility.

Community organisations and charities can access the fund
provided they generate more than 51% of their income from
trading activities (as opposed to donations etc).
For an informal chat, contact Jamie Gowers who is keen to
promote the scheme: Jamie.Gowers@ngagesolutions.co.uk,
01494 928902.

Up to £5,000

Village halls and
community
shops and pubs
are encouraged
to apply

Lloyds Bank
Foundation

Charities helping people overcome complex social issues,
such as homelessness, trafficking and domestic abuse, can
apply for two-year unrestricted funding. This year the
Foundation will be open all year rather than through funding
rounds, so that charities can apply when they are ready.

Grants of
£50,000 over
2 years

Charities with an
annual income
of £25,000 to £1
million

https://www.lloydsbankfou
ndation.org.uk/we-fund

£500

Local charities
and community
groups

https://localgiving.org/mag
ic-little-grants/

A Q&A webinar with the members of the grants team will be
held on 30 March between 2pm – 3.30pm.
Magic Little
Grants

In 2021, Magic Little Grants, with support from the People’s
Postcode Lottery, will be doubling the amount of organisations
they fund.
They have also expanded their eligibility criteria. Previously,
funding had to go towards projects that were delivering sports
or physical activities. But this year funding can go towards:
• Improving mental wellbeing
• Enabling community participation in the arts
• Preventing or reducing the impact of poverty
• Supporting marginalised groups and promoting equality
• Improving biodiversity and green spaces
• Enabling participation in physical activity
• Responding to the climate emergency
• Increasing community access to outdoor space

Market
Harborough
Building Society

The Foundation will give grants for small capital projects (e.g.
purchase of equipment). They only cover part of
Northamptonshire, so check the map on their website before
applying.

Grants
between
£250 and
£5,000

Community
organisations

https://mhbs.co.uk/mymembership/charitablefoundation/

Mick George
Community
Fund

Mick George provides funding for capital projects to improve
public amenities, including parks, play areas, nature reserves
and village halls. The fund operates across Northamptonshire.

Up to
£50,000

Not-for-profit
organisations

www.grantscape.org.uk/fu
nd/mick-georgecommunity-fund/

Morrisons
Foundation

The Morrisons Foundation awards grant funding for charity
projects which make a positive difference in local communities.

Up to
£25,000

Registered
Charities

https://www.morrisonsfou
ndation.com/grantfunding-request/

Museum
Development
East Midlands

Grants for a variety of projects are available for Accredited
Museums and those working towards Accreditation.

Up to
£10,000

Museums

https://mdem.org.uk/supp
ort-grants/grants/

Neighbourhood
Planning

All groups undertaking a neighbourhood plan / neighbourhood
development order are eligible to apply for up to £10,000.

Grants up to
£10,000 or
£18,000

Neighbourhood
planning groups

https://neighbourhoodplan
ning.org/about/grantfunding/

Grants up to
£1,000 or
£3,000

Community
organisations
along the River
Nene

https://nenescape.org/proj
ects-1/communitygrants

Up to £5,000

Community
organisations

http://www.ncf.uk.com/gra
nts/

Up to £1,000

Charities,
schools and
community
groups local to
one of NFU
Mutual
business
operations

https://www.nfumutual.co
.uk/about-us/responsiblebusiness/nfu-mutualcommunity-giving-fund/

Designated neighbourhood forums, and groups based in
deprived areas are eligible to apply for up to £8,000 extra and
access the programme’s technical support packages.
Nenescape
Community
Heritage Grant

Awards up to £3,000 for primarily volunteer-led projects which
help promote, protect and improve access to heritage within
the Nene Valley.
Smaller grants of up to £1000 to support activity, research,
promotion and restoration of important features associated with
the landscape, such as important habitats and species, hidden
artefacts, or local traditions, customs and celebrations.

Northants.
Community
Foundation

The Northamptonshire Community Foundation provides a
range of different grants to community organisations.
They particularly want to hear from organisations working with
and for BAME communities, the LGBTQ+ community, women,
children, people living with disabilities, older people, people
who are homeless, low income communities and those who
are among the most vulnerable in our community.

NFU Mutual

Grants are available for projects which meet one or more of the
following four areas:
• Connecting the community – reducing social isolation,
providing opportunities, and encouraging resilience.
• Providing care and support to vulnerable people.
• Relieving poverty - improving health and wellbeing of
communities.
• Advancing education and experience for young people

People’s
Postcode
Lottery

The Postcode Places Trust is the local branch of the People’s
Postcode Lottery, covering Northamptonshire. It provides
funding under the following themes:
• Improving mental wellbeing
• Enabling community participation in the arts
• Preventing or reducing the impact of poverty
• Supporting marginalised groups and promoting equality
• Improving biodiversity & green spaces
• Enabling participation in physical activity
• Responding to the climate emergency
• Increasing community access to outdoor space

Up to £2,000
for
community
groups and
CICs

Persimmon
Homes:
Community
Champions
Fund

Persimmon Community Champions funds local good causes
across the UK. Each of their 31 businesses and the head office
gives away up to £2,000 every month. All you need to do is
complete the online form, telling them why your group or
charity deserves a donation.

The Prince’s
Countryside
Fund

The Fund has grants available for projects which are working
to create resilient rural communities, tackling issues such as
lack of transport, jobs, shops and community spaces.

Community
organisations,
CICs and
charities

https://www.postcodeplac
estrust.org.uk/apply-for-agrant/

Up to £1,000

Not for profits
groups or
organisations

https://www.persimmonho
mes.com/communitychampions/

Up to
£10,000

Organisations
working in
villages and
hamlets with
populations of
less than 3,000

https://www.princescou
ntrysidefund.org.uk/gran
t-givingprogramme/grantprogramme

Up to
£40,000

Specialist
women’s
organisations

https://rosauk.org/funds/w
omen-thrive-fund/

Up to
£20,000 for
registered
charities

Projects may protect or boost community owned assets and
enterprises, establish or strengthen a locally produced food
supply chain, reinvigorate rural transport schemes or otherwise
strengthen the sense of community.
Deadline March 19th.
The Rosa and
Smallwood
Trust

The Trust’s Women Thrive Fund is distributing grants to
organisations working to enable women and girls to improve
their mental health and wellbeing and/or improve their financial
resilience. Declining mental health, increased risk of emotional
trauma and increased poverty levels are their biggest concerns
for women and girls across the UK.
Deadline March 25th.

Samaritan’s
Purse

Samaritan’s Purse is offering churches and community groups
government-issue laptops and tablets for use within their
communities to assist with home learning and ongoing school
catch-up.

Laptops and
tablets, ready
and equipped
for online
learning

Churches and
community
groups

https://www.samaritanspurse.org.uk/

The Screwfix
Foundation

The Foundation supports projects which:
• Help those in need by reason of financial hardship,
sickness, distress or other disadvantages and
• Relate to the repair, maintenance, improvement or
construction of homes and community buildings.

Grants up to
£5,000

Charities and
not for profit
community
organisations

https://www.screwfix.com/
help/screwfixfoundation/

Grants
between
£10,000 and
£20,000

Voluntary and
community
sector
organisations

https://www.semlep.com/c
ommunity-grants/

Grants up to
£2,500

Charities and
not for profit
community
organisations
with a turnover
of under £1.5M

https://the7starsfoundatio
n.co.uk/apply/projectfunding-application

This can include repairing run-down buildings and decorating
the homes of people living with illness and disability.
SEMLEP
Community
Grants

The Community Grants programme offers funding to deliver
local projects that help people move back into work or training.
Grants can cover 100% of project costs.
SEMLEP are particularly looking for projects that can deliver
learning online or projects that can be delivered in line with the
government COVID-19 guidelines.
Deadline March 12th.

The Seven Stars
Foundation

Project funding for those challenged by abuse; addiction; those
who are young carers; those who are homeless.
•
•
•

Supporting young people aged 16 years and under.
Enabling young people to have the best start in life.
Projects which have a direct impact, based in
geographical areas of deprivation and socioeconomic
disadvantage.

Support
Adoption for
Pets

Pets at Home and its charity Support Adoption for Pets has
increased its emergency grant funding, with rescue centres
able to apply for grants on a regular basis.

Grants up to
£5,000

Animal rescue
centres

https://www.supportadopti
onforpets.co.uk/grantprogramme/

Funding is available for:
• Vet bills
• Boarding costs
• Food
• Salaries of animal care staff
• Utilities and consumables
Tesco
Community
Grants

Bags of Help is Tesco’s local community grant scheme, which
funds thousands of community projects every year. The
projects must meet the criteria of bringing benefits to the
community.

Grants up to
£1,000

Councils,
community
organisations,
schools

https://tescobagsofhelp.or
g.uk/home/communityapply-bags-help-grant/

Veterans’
Foundation

Many armed forces charities struggle to raise sufficient funding
to support serving and former members of the British Armed
Forces’ and sometimes their dependants who are in need. The
Veterans' Foundation has been created to establish a new and
nationwide source of funding to help these charities.
They will support projects that:
• Reduce homelessness
• Increase employment
• Provide welfare and medical support
• Increase confidence and social integration
• Reduce dependence on drugs and alcohol
• Support other charitable activities that may be needed

Grants up to
£30,000

Armed Forces
charities and
charitable
activities

https://www.veteransfoun
dation.org.uk/

War Memorials
Trust

Grants support repair and conservation works undertaken
following best conservation practice. Almost all war memorials
are eligible for support and custodians/owners can find
information about eligibility and processes on the website.

Up to
£30,000
25-75% of
eligible costs

Individuals or
organisations,
including
councils

http://www.warmemorials.
org/grants/

The Wolfson
Foundation

The main grants programme provides support for places.
These grants are for capital initiatives, i.e. buildings (new build
or refurbishment) and equipment. We fund a broad range of
organisations working across the fields of education, science &
medicine, health & disability, heritage, humanities & the arts.

Grants from
£15,000 to
£150,000,
depending on
the project

Charities, not for
profit community
organisations
and local
authorities

https://www.wolfson.org.u
k/funding/funding-forplaces/

The Yapp
Charitable Trust

The Trust funds projects which focus on:
• Elderly people
• Children and young people aged 5 - 25
• People with physical impairments, learning difficulties or
mental health challenges
• Social welfare
• Education and learning

Up to £3,000
per annum
for up to 3
years

Registered
https://yappcharitabletrust.
Charities with
org.uk/
income less than
£40,000 per
annum

The Youth
Endowment
Fund

Advance notice: the next round of the Fund opens on April 19th. Up to £1
Potential applicants can sign up for free online workshops.
million

Organisations
working with
young people

https://youthendowmentfu
nd.org.uk/themed-grantround-diversion/

Community
organisations

https://network.youthmusi
c.org.uk/i-need-funding

The Fund exists to prevent children and young people, aged
10 – 17, becoming involved in violence.
Youth Music

Youth Music invests in music programmes for children and
young people, and work that helps organisations to diversify
and be more inclusive. Projects can work with children and
young people of all ages, from babies and their families
through to young adults up to the age of 25.

Fund A:
£2,000 to
£30,000
Fund B:
£30,001 to
£150,000

Online Funding Searches for further funding
•
•
•

For a more comprehensive list of sports funders, see https://www.northamptonshiresport.org/fundingfinder.
For a more comprehensive list of heritage funders, see www.heritagefundingdirectoryuk.org/.
For a more comprehensive list of community funders, see https://www.grantsonline.org.uk/,
https://www.fundingcentral.org.uk/default.aspx or https://fundsonline.org.uk/.

Community funders can often cover sports, arts and heritage projects, as well as community projects.

Free online training
•
•
•
•

Developing a fundraising strategy: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z8FwFgKChRE
Trusts and Foundations Fundraising for Small Charities: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJI5YrZ6nac
https://beta.ncvo.org.uk/funding-income/how-find-grants/ is a good source for useful general advice.
I also recently attended a training session looking at general fundraising (not just grants). This is now available free online at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MiMQzyVGdmA.

Tips from recent Institute of Fundraising training
•
•
•

Online fundraising events gained popularity in lockdown – virtual pub quizzes and online talks to groups were good fundraisers
Major events which couldn’t be held instead ran dispersed activities – those who couldn’t run in a marathon undertook to run the
equivalent distance around their village / in their back garden
Some organisations changed what they do to give direct help to those in need, with benefits later down the line – village
organisations ran errands for people self-isolating at no charge and by doing so flagged up the organisation’s existence and the
good it normally does

Support to Become an Official or Constituted Group
If your group is thinking about becoming an ‘official’ constituted group so that you can access funding or you are thinking about
continuing to support your community after COVID-19, Northamptonshire ACRE can help.
As part of our lottery-funded Good Neighbours project, we have funding to support groups to become an official community group with a
constitution and policies and procedures to help protect your volunteers and the people you are supporting. We can give advice and free
resources on a whole range of topics including insurance and accessing grant funding.
For an informal friendly chat about your group please email Jennifer.hedges@northantsacre.org.uk or call 07808 330549.

